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will be nonhazardous or free from risk.
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ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines are established to assist industry and the public by offering a uniform method of testing for rating purposes, by
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that may serve to guide the industry. The creation of ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines is determined by the need for them, and conformance
to them is completely voluntary.
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(This foreword is not part of this standard. It is merely informative and does not contain
requirements necessary for conformance to the standard. It has not been processed
according to the ANSI requirements for a standard and may contain material that has
not been subject to public review or a consensus process. Unresolved objectors on infor-
mative material are not offered the right to appeal at ASHRAE or ANSI.)

FOREWORD

In reviewing Addendum a, it was noticed the filter requirements listed for nursing homes are
not consistent with the informative appendix table for recommended filter efficiencies by space
type. Resident rooms are noted as requiring MERV-14 in the informative appendix as “Resi-
dent rooms in a skilled nursing area.” However, other resident spaces were assigned MERV-8
under the category of “Any room, inpatient or outpatient, where a patient stays less than 6
hours including waiting rooms.” This is incorrect in that (a) residents are not patients and (2)
residents frequently spend amounts of time exceeding six hours outside of their room in these
areas of the facility. Addendum r increases filtration in nursing homes to MERV-14. Prior to
Addendum a, these spaces required a MERV-13 filter.

Section 6.4(i) is revised to not include Table 9.1, because in Table 9.1 the only spaces that
do not permit room recirculation are 100% exhaust spaces. The prohibition on room recircula-
tion units within these spaces has less to do with concern over access to room recirculation
equipment, and that equipment serving as a future source of contaminants, and more to do with
the contamination within the space itself. The installation of filters downstream of all wet air-
cooling coils and the supply fan is not justified as a minimum requirement for the 100%
exhaust spaces.

Note: In this addendum, changes to the current standard are indicated in the text by under-
lining (for additions) and strikethrough (for deletions) unless the instructions specifically men-
tion some other means of indicating the changes. 

Revise Section 6.4 as shown. Refer to Addendum a to 170-2017 changes to Section 6.4.

6.4 Filtration. Filtration of mechanically supplied air shall be provided as follows:

a. Particulate matter filters, minimum MERV-8, shall be provided upstream of the first heat
exchanger surface of any air-conditioning system that combines return air from multiple
rooms or introduces outdoor air.

b. Outdoor air shall be filtered in accordance with Tables 7.1, 8.1, or 9.1.
c. Air supplied from equipment serving multiple or different spaces shall be filtered in accor-

dance with Tables 7.1, 8.1, or 9.1.
d. Air recirculated within a room shall be filtered in accordance with Tables 7.1, 8.1, or 9.1 or

section 7.1(a)(5), 8.1(a)(5), or 9.1(a)(5).
e. The design shall include all necessary provisions to prevent moisture accumulating on fil-

ters located downstream of cooling coils and humidifiers.
f. Minimum filter requirements shall meet the equivalent MERV rating when tested in accor-

dance with Appendix J of ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 52.2.
g. Any HEPA filter or filter MERV-14 or higher shall have sealing interface surfaces.
h. High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filters are those filters that remove at least 99.97%

of 0.3 micron sized particles at the rated flow in accordance with the testing methods of
IEST RP CC001.3 (IEST [2005] in informative Appendix B).

i. For spaces that do not permit air recirculated by means of room units and have a minimum
filter efficiency of MERV-14 or HEPA in accordance with table 7.1, or 8.1, or 9.1, the min-
imum filter requirement listed in Table 7.1, or 8.1, or 9.1 shall be installed downstream of
all wet air cooling coils and the supply fan.

Addendum r to Standard 170-2017
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POLICY STATEMENT DEFINING ASHRAE’S CONCERN
FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF ITS ACTIVITIES

ASHRAE is concerned with the impact of its members’ activities on both the indoor and outdoor environment.
ASHRAE’s members will strive to minimize any possible deleterious effect on the indoor and outdoor environment of
the systems and components in their responsibility while maximizing the beneficial effects these systems provide,
consistent with accepted Standards and the practical state of the art.

ASHRAE’s short-range goal is to ensure that the systems and components within its scope do not impact the
indoor and outdoor environment to a greater extent than specified by the Standards and Guidelines as established by
itself and other responsible bodies.

As an ongoing goal, ASHRAE will, through its Standards Committee and extensive Technical Committee structure,
continue to generate up-to-date Standards and Guidelines where appropriate and adopt, recommend, and promote
those new and revised Standards developed by other responsible organizations.

Through its Handbook, appropriate chapters will contain up-to-date Standards and design considerations as the
material is systematically revised.

ASHRAE will take the lead with respect to dissemination of environmental information of its primary interest and
will seek out and disseminate information from other responsible organizations that is pertinent, as guides to updating
Standards and Guidelines.

The effects of the design and selection of equipment and systems will be considered within the scope of the
system’s intended use and expected misuse. The disposal of hazardous materials, if any, will also be considered.

ASHRAE’s primary concern for environmental impact will be at the site where equipment within ASHRAE’s scope
operates. However, energy source selection and the possible environmental impact due to the energy source and
energy transportation will be considered where possible. Recommendations concerning energy source selection
should be made by its members.
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About ASHRAE

Founded in 1894, ASHRAE is a global professional society committed to serve humanity by advancing the arts and
sciences of heating, ventilation, air conditioning, refrigeration, and their allied fields. 

As an industry leader in research, standards writing, publishing, certification, and continuing education, ASHRAE
and its members are dedicated to promoting a healthy and sustainable built environment for all, through strategic
partnerships with organizations in the HVAC&R community and across related industries. 

To stay current with this and other ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines, visit www.ashrae.org/standards, and
connect on LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.

About ASHE

The American Society for Health Care Engineering (ASHE) of the American Hospital Association is a trusted
professional resource that provides education, regulatory guidance, networking, advocacy representation, and
professional development for our members. ASHE is committed to our members, the facilities they build and
maintain, and the patients they serve.

For more information, visit ashe.org.

Visit the ASHRAE Bookstore

ASHRAE offers its Standards and Guidelines in print, as immediately downloadable PDFs, and via ASHRAE Digital
Collections, which provides online access with automatic updates as well as historical versions of publications.
Selected Standards and Guidelines are also offered in redline versions that indicate the changes made between the
active Standard or Guideline and its previous version. For more information, visit the Standards and Guidelines
section of the ASHRAE Bookstore at www.ashrae.org/bookstore.

IMPORTANT NOTICES ABOUT THIS STANDARD

To ensure that you have all of the approved addenda, errata, and interpretations for this
Standard, visit www.ashrae.org/standards to download them free of charge.

Addenda, errata, and interpretations for ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines are no longer
distributed with copies of the Standards and Guidelines. ASHRAE provides these addenda,
errata, and interpretations only in electronic form to promote more sustainable use of
resources.
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