
 

 

ASHRAE/AIRAH JOINT RESOLUTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

As concern grows worldwide on the impact of increasing emissions associated with energy use and its effect on 
global climate, leading organizations from the international building community note the following: 

 The earth’s climate system unequivocally has warmed and human activities have contributed to this 
warming as recognized by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
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 Buildings are significant contributors to the emissions associated with climate change. Energy use in 
residential, commercial and public buildings account for 35 percent of total global energy consumption
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and about 30 percent of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
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 The IPCC estimated that around 30 percent of the global baseline CO2 emissions in buildings projected 
for 2020 could be mitigated in a cost-effective way—at zero or even negative costs.
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 The Montreal Protocol has resulted in significant refrigerant use reductions, selection of lower global 
warming potential (GWP) alternatives, and a corresponding reduction in CO2 equivalent emissions.

5
 

 The G8 countries already have adopted a global climate change initiative focused on reducing the climate 
impact of buildings through building codes, development of net-zero energy buildings, and reducing 
emissions and energy use from existing buildings.
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The undersigned organizations resolve to: 

 Support research and development activities designed to reduce buildings’ energy use and greenhouse 
gas emissions 

 Educate building owners, operators, users, designers, and constructors on the importance of building 
energy efficiency, corresponding climate change impact, and proper operations and maintenance 
measures 

 Encourage the supply of renewable energy into buildings and building engineering systems when 
economically feasible 

 Develop and implement sustainable building designs, materials, components, systems, and processes 
that minimize environmental impacts, including climate change, while maintaining indoor environmental 
quality 

 Provide advice, information, and assistance to governments and other influential bodies on energy 
efficiency and climate change emissions in both new and existing buildings 

 Encourage responsible refrigerant use, including emissions reduction strategies and technologies and 
encourage development of energy efficient refrigerants with low or zero global warming potential 

 Support the development and implementation of standards, building codes, incentive programs, and 
voluntary initiatives aimed at reducing building environmental impacts 

 Implement holistic and coordinated approaches to identifying and resolving environmental issues at all 
stages of a building’s life cycle—from conception, design, and construction through operation, 
maintenance, refurbishment, and deconstruction 
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