What to Expect In a Classroom and Tips for a Successful Visit
You’re going back to school!  Be sure to arrive a few minutes early in order to set up your presentation. Stop by the school’s main office and sign in.  Some schools will issue a visitor’s pass to you at that time.  Once you are in the classroom, introduce yourself to the teacher and express your gratitude the opportunity to share with the students.  If you have not previously done so over the phone, ask that the teacher remain in the classroom for the duration of your presentation.  Test your equipment and be sure your notes and props are in order.  Relax.  You are here to have some fun!

Here are some tips on what to expect in the classroom and what students and teachers will expect of you:

· Help students understand your expectations.  Suggest you will take questions throughout your presentation and state how you will respond, i.e., “When you raise your hand please tell me your name.”

· Don’t expect the students to be impressed by a title.  They’ll judge you by how you act and what you say.

· Show respect to the teacher and students.  Students won’t respect someone who doesn’t respect them.  You can address your audience as ladies and gentlemen.

· When you ask for participation, try to encourage everybody.  Work in teams and assign roles when possible.  Don’t exclude anyone.   Call on all races and both genders equally.

· Remember that the younger the age group, the more activity you’ll need to keep their attention.  It is critical to show photographs, engage students in hands-on projects, etc.

· Don’t use jargon, and be sure the information you present is at an appropriate level for the age group.  Consult with the teacher beforehand for guidance if you need.

· Dress as you would for a day on the job.  Kids want the total image.

· Be enthusiastic and make the presentation fun.  Smile.  It’s important for these kids to know engineers are doing what they love to do.

· Be sure to pace yourself to accomplish your program within the time allotted (allowing time for questions and answers).

· Get students involved with the presentation.  Have student volunteers help hand out the materials, hold models, etc.

· Don’t be heavy-handed on a career pitch.

· Follow appropriate safety precautions while conducting activities.

· Be sure to review the videos in advance.  They will stimulate student questions.
· Just be yourself.  Speak from your heart, and tell them what you love to do...as an engineer (besides collect a paycheck!)  Share some of the feelings of accomplishment you get from the successful completion of a challenging project.  Be enthusiastic.

· Don’t be afraid to engage the students in conversation.  Ask if any of them know an engineer.  Maybe one of their parents is an engineer, or a sibling is studying engineering.  Bill Nye The Science Guy and the head of NASA are both engineers.  Most astronauts are engineers.

Students are not at a loss for words.  Be prepared to answer the following questions from middle and high school students:

· “If I can make more money with a business degree than with an engineering degree, why should I become an engineer?”

· “What do you do in a typical day?”

· “What do you like most or least about your job?”

· “Where did you go to school and was it hard?”

· “Why did you become the type of engineer you are instead of another kind?”

· “What kind of job can you get as an engineer?”

· “In your job, are there any hazards to you or the environment?”

· “Do I have to be a math or science whiz to become an engineer?”

· “How much money do you make?”

· Students will want to know whether or not engineering is a lucrative field.  According to the 2001 Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics (www.bls.gov) survey, the median salary for engineers is approximately$68,000.  Level of experience and specific type of engineering work has an impact on the salary figure quoted above. For those in management and who own their own business, the salary figure can move into the 6-figure range.  Use the blackboard and make a big E=$ sign, a big picture of what you discuss.
· “Why did you become an engineer?”

· “What colleges offer engineering?”

