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SPECIAL NOTE

This American National Standard (ANS) is a national voluntary consensus standard developed under the auspices of the American
Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE). Consensus is defined by the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI), of which ASHRAE is a member and which has approved this standard, as “substantial agreement reached by directly
and materially affected interest categories. This signifies the concurrence of more than a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity.
Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, and that an effort be made toward their resolution.” Compliance with
this standard is voluntary until and unless a legal jurisdiction makes compliance mandatory through legislation.

ASHRAE obtains consensus through participation of its national and international members, associated societies, and public
review.

ASHRAE Standards are prepared by a Project Committee appointed specifically for the purpose of writing the Standard. The
Project Committee Chair and Vice-Chair must be members of ASHRAE; while other committee members may or may not be ASHRAE
members, all must be technically qualified in the subject area of the Standard. Every effort is made to balance the concerned interests
on all Project Committees. 

The Manager of Standards of ASHRAE should be contacted for:
a. interpretation of the contents of this Standard,
b. participation in the next review of the Standard,
c. offering constructive criticism for improving the Standard,
d. permission to reprint portions of the Standard.

ASHRAE INDUSTRIAL ADVERTISING POLICY ON STANDARDS

ASHRAE Standards and Guidelines are established to assist industry and the public by offering a uniform method of 
testing for rating purposes, by suggesting safe practices in designing and installing equipment, by providing proper definitions 
of this equipment, and by providing other information that may serve to guide the industry. The creation of ASHRAE Standards 
and Guidelines is determined by the need for them, and conformance to them is completely voluntary.

In referring to this Standard or Guideline and in marking of equipment and in advertising, no claim shall be made, either
stated or implied, that the product has been approved by ASHRAE.

DISCLAIMER

ASHRAE uses its best efforts to promulgate Standards and Guidelines for the benefit of the public in light of available information
and accepted industry practices. However, ASHRAE does not guarantee, certify, or assure the safety or performance of any
products, components, or systems tested, installed, or operated in accordance with ASHRAE’s Standards or Guidelines or that
any tests conducted under its Standards or Guidelines will be nonhazardous or free from risk.
When addenda or interpretations to this standard have been approved, they can be downloaded
free of charge from the ASHRAE Home Page at www.ashrae.org/STANDARDS/addenda.htm or
www.ashrae.org/STANDARDS/intpstd.htm.
© Copyright 2000 American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, Inc.

1791 Tullie Circle NE
Atlanta, GA 30329
www.ashrae.org

All rights reserved.





Addendum c

Add the following definitions to Section 3:

back pressure: the static pressure existing at the outlet of
an operating pressure-relief device due to pressure in the
discharge line.

balanced relief valve: a pressure-relief valve that incor-
porates means of minimizing the effect of back pressure on the
operational characteristics of the valve (opening pressure,
closing pressure, and relieving capacity).

pilot operated relief valve: a pressure-relief valve in
which the major relieving device is combined with and is
controlled by a self-actuated auxiliary pressure-relief valve.

Replace existing 8.12.3 with the following:
8.12.3 Refrigerant piping shall not penetrate floors, ceil-

ings, or roofs. 
Exceptions:
(a) Penetrations connecting the basement and the first

floor.
(b) Penetrations connecting the top floor and a machin-

ery penthouse or roof installation.
(c) Penetrations connecting adjacent floors served by

the refrigeration system.
(d) Penetrations of a direct system where the refriger-

ant quantity does not exceed Table 1 quantity for
the smallest occupied space through which the
refrigerant piping passes.

(e) In other than industrial occupancies and where the
refrigerant quantity exceeds Table 1 quantity for the
smallest occupied space, penetrations that connect
separate pieces of equipment that are
(1) enclosed by an approved gas-tight, fire-resistive
duct or shaft with openings to those floors served
by the refrigerating system, or
(2) located on the exterior wall of a building when
vented to the outside or to the space served by the
system and not used as an air shaft, closed court, or
similar space.

Add a new subsection to 9.1 Materials as follows:
9.1.5 Piping material used in the discharge line of a pres-

sure-relief device or fusible plug shall be the same as required
for refrigerants.

Exception: When discharging to atmosphere, Type F
buttweld pipe is allowed.

Replace existing 9.7.5 with the following:
9.7.5 The minimum required discharge capacity of the

pressure-relief device or fusible plug for each pressure vessel
shall be determined by the following:
ANSI/ASHRAE Addendum 15c and 15d, Addendum to ANSI/ASHRAE Stand
C = fDL

where

C =   minimum required discharge capacity of the relief 
device in pounds of air per minute (kg/s),

D =   outside diameter of vessel in feet (m),

L =   length of vessel in feet (m),

f =   factor dependent upon type of refrigerant.

Note:  (1) When combustible materials are used within 20 ft 
(6.1 m) of a pressure vessel, multiply the value of f  
by 2.5.

(2) The formula is based on fire conditions.  Other heat 
sources shall be calculated separately.

When one pressure-relief device or fusible plug is used to
protect more than one pressure vessel, the required capacity
shall be the sum of the capacities required for each pressure
vessel.

Replace existing 9.7.8.5 with the following:

9.7.8.5 The maximum length of the discharge piping
installed on the outlet of pressure-relief devices and fusible
plugs discharging to the atmosphere shall be determined by
the method in Appendix H.  See Table 3 for the allowable flow
capacity of various equivalent lengths of discharge piping for
conventional safety relief valves.

Refrigerant Value of f

When used on the lowside of a limited-charge cascade system:

R-23, R-170, R-744, R-1150, R-508A, R-508B 1.0 (0.082)

R-13, R-13B1, R-503 2.0 (0.163)

R-14 2.5 (0.203)

Other applications:

R-718 0.2 (0.016)

R-717 0.5 (0.041)

R-11, R-32,  R-113, R-123, R-142b, 
R-152a, R-290, R-600, R-600a, R-764

1.0 (0.082)

R-12, R-22, R-114, R-124, R-134a, R-401A, 
R-401B, R-401C, R-405A, R-406A, R-407C, 
R-407D, R-407E, R-409A, R-409B, R-411A, 
R-411B, R-411C, R-412A, R-414A, R-414B, 
R-500, R-1270

1.6 (0.131)

R-143a, R-402B, R-403A, R-407A, R-408A, 
R-413A 

2.0 (0.163)

R-115, R-402A, R-403B, R-404A, R-407B, 
R-410A, R-410B, R-502, R-507A, R-509A

2.5 (0.203)
ard 15-1994 1



Add a new Appendix H:
2 ANSI/ASHR
APPENDIX H

ALLOWABLE EQUIVALENT LENGTH OF DISCHARGE PIPING (NORMATIVE)
The design back pressure due to flow in the discharge
piping at the outlet of pressure relief devices and fusible plugs,
discharging to atmosphere, shall be limited by the allowable
equivalent length of piping determined by equations (1) or (2).
See Table 3 for the flow capacity of various equivalent lengths
of discharge piping for conventional relief valves.

(1)

(2)

where

L = equivalent length of discharge piping,  ft (m);

Cr = rated capacity as stamped on the relief device in 
lb/min (kg/s), or in SCFM multiplied by 0.0764, or as 
calculated in 9.7.7 for a rupture member or fusible 
plug, or as adjusted for reduced capacity due to 
piping as specified by the manufacturer of the 
device, or as adjusted for reduced capacity due to 
piping as estimated by an approved method;

f = Moody friction factor in fully turbulent flow (see 
typical values below);

L
0.2146d

5
P0

2
P2

2
–( )

fCr
2

----------------------------------------------
d∗ P0 P2⁄( )ln

6f
---------------------------------–=

L
7.4381 10

15–× d
5

P0
2

P2
2

–( )

fCr
2

-----------------------------------------------------------------
d∗ P0 P2⁄( )ln

500f
---------------------------------–=
d = inside diameter of pipe or tube, in (mm);

ln = natural  logarithm;

P2 = absolute pressure at outlet of discharge piping, psi 
(kPa);

P0 = allowed back pressure (absolute) at the outlet of 
pressure relief device, psi (kPa).

For the allowed back pressure (P0), use the percent of set
pressure specified by the manufacturer, or, when the allowed
back pressure is not specified, use the following values, where
P is the set pressure:

* for conventional relief valves, 15% of set pressure,

P0  =  (0.15 P) + atmospheric pressure;

* for balanced relief valves, 25% of set pressure,

P0  =  (0.25 P) + atmospheric pressure;

* for rupture members, fusible plugs, and pilot operated 
relief valves, 50% of set pressure,

P0  =  (0.50 P) + atmospheric pressure.

Note:  For fusible plugs, P is the saturated absolute pressure
for the stamped temperature melting point of the fusible plug
or the critical pressure of the refrigerant used, whichever is
smaller, psi (kPa) and atmospheric pressure is at the elevation
of the installation above sea level. A default value is the atmo-
spheric pressure at sea level, 14.7 psi (101.325 kPa).
Typical Moody friction factors (f) for fully turbulent flow:

Tubing OD (in.) DN ID (in.) f Piping NPS DN ID (in.) f

3/8 8 0.315 0.0136     1/2 15 0.622 0.0259

1/2 10 0.430 0.0128     3/4 20 0.824 0.0240

5/8 13 0.545 0.0122     1 25 1.049 0.0225

3/4 16 0.666 0.0117     1 1/4 32 1.380 0.0209

7/8 20 0.785 0.0114     1 1/2 40 1.610 0.0202

1 1/8 25 1.025 0.0108     2 50 2.067 0.0190

1 3/8 32 1.265 0.0104     2 1/2 65 2.469 0.0182

1 5/8 40 1.505 0.0101     3 80 3.068 0.0173

    4 100 4.026 0.0163

    5 125 5.047 0.0155

    6 150 6.065 0.0149
AE Addendum 15c and 15d, Addendum to ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 15-1994
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Addendum d

Changes in this addendum are a result of continuous
maintenance submissions approved by SSPC 15. The changes
in this addendum concern the requirement for self-contained
breathing apparatus currently in ANSI/ASHRAE 15-1994.
The changes in this addendum include:
• Number the second paragraph in 8.13.2 to make a n

subsection, 8.13.2.1.
• Add new wording at the end of 8.13.2.1 and add a n

paragraph.
• Add a new subsection, 11.2.4 (wording for signs 

entrances to refrigerating machinery rooms).
• Delete 11.6 Self-Contained Breathing Apparatu

(SCBA).
• Add a new paragraph to the end of 11.8 Responsibi

for Operation and Emergency Shutdown.
• Add a new Informative Appendix I, Emergencies i

Refrigerating Machinery Rooms.

Change existing 8.13.2 as follows:

8.13.2 Each refrigerating machinery room shall have
tight-fitting door or doors opening outward, self-closing 
they open into the building, and adequate in number to ens
freedom for persons to escape in an emergency. With 
exception of access doors and panels in air ducts and air 
dling units conforming to 8.13.7, there shall be no openin
that will permit passage of escaping refrigerant to other pa
of the building.

8.13.2.1 Each refrigerating machinery room shall con
tain a detector, located in an area where refrigerant from a 
will concentrate, that actuates an alarm and mechanical v
tilation in accordance with 8.13.4 at a value not greater th
the corresponding TLV-TWA (or toxicity measure consiste
therewith). The alarm shall annunciate visual and audi
alarms inside the refrigerating machinery room and outs
each entrance to the refrigerating machinery room. T
alarms required in this section shall be of the manual re
type with the reset located inside the refrigerating machin
room.

Alarms set at other levels (such as IDLH) and automa
reset alarms are permitted in addition to those required by 
section. The meaning of each alarm shall be clearly marked
signage near the annunciators.

Exceptions: For ammonia, refer to 8.14(g).
ANSI/ASHRAE Addendum 15c and 15d, Addendum to ANSI/ASHRAE Stand
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Add a new subsection, 11.2.4 as follows:
11.2.4 Each entrance to a refrigerating machinery roo

shall be provided with a legible permanent sign, secur
attached and easily accessible, reading “Machinery Room
Authorized Personnel Only.” The sign shall further comm
nicate that entry is forbidden except by those person
trained in the emergency procedures required by 11.8 w
the refrigerant alarm, required by 8.13.2.1, has been activa

Delete 11.6 as follows:

11.6 Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).
When a machinery room is required per the rules of 7.4
least one approved self-contained breathing apparatus, 
able for the refrigerant used, shall be located outside of, 
close to, the machinery room. A second, backup, self-c
tained breathing apparatus shall also be provided.

Renumber the remaining sections of Section 11.
Add the following paragraph to the end of 11.8 (no

11.7):

11.7 11.8 Responsibility for Operation and Emergency
Shutdown. It shall be the duty of the person in charge of th
premises on which a refrigerating system containing m
than 55 lb (25 kg) of refrigerant is installed to provide a sch
matic drawing or panel giving directions for the operation 
the system at a location that is convenient to the operator
the equipment.

Emergency shutdown procedures, including precautio
to be observed in case of a breakdown or leak, shall
displayed on a conspicuous card located as near as possib
the refrigerant compressor. These precautions shall addre

(a) instructions for shutting down the system in case
emergency;

(b) the name, address, and day and night teleph
numbers for obtaining service; and

(c) the names, addresses, and telephone numbers o
corporate, local, state, and federal agencies to 
contacted as required in the event of a reporta
incident.

When a refrigerating machinery room is used, the em
gency procedures shall be posted outside the room, imm
ately adjacent to each door.

The emergency procedures shall forbid entry into t
refrigerating machinery room when the refrigerant alar
required by 8.13.2.1 has been activated except by pers
provided with the appropriate respiratory and other protect
equipment and trained in accordance with jurisdiction
requirements.
ard 15-1994 7



Add a new Informative Appendix I
8 ANSI/ASHR
APPENDIX I

(This appendix is not part of this standard and is included for information only.)

EMERGENCIES IN REFRIGERATING MACHINERY ROOMS
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This standard specifies refrigerating machinery rooms
under some conditions to reduce risks from large refrigeration
systems and large amounts of refrigerant. One purpose of the
requirements is to warn of emergencies in the refrigerating
machinery room. The refrigerant detector required by 8.13.2.1
triggers alarms inside and outside the refrigerating machinery
room; signage warns refrigeration technicians and bystanders
not to enter when the alarm has  activated.

This appendix provides guidance on integrating the mini-
mum emergency warning and training requirements of this
standard with measures often taken in occupational health and
safety programs.

The requirements in the standard provide minimum
protection to help prevent injury from refrigerating machinery
room accidents. Minimal conformance to the standard’s sp
ifications does not necessarily facilitate the convenie
handling of incidents in the room. For example, if only th
minimum protective steps are taken, refrigeration technicia
may not reenter the machinery room after an alarm h
sounded (to silence the alarm and repair any damage) with
calling on the services of emergency responders (generally
local hazardous materials team). Many other approaches
possible, especially in facilities that prepare sophistica
emergency response plans.

Alarm Levels

A refrigerant level above the TLV-TWA activates th
alarms required by 8.13.2.1. If personnel working in the refr
erating machinery room are not provided with and trained
use respiratory protection equipment appropriate for 
refrigerant (such as canister respirators or self-contain
breathing apparatus), they must leave the room immediat
Presence of refrigerant above the TLV-TWA does not by its
signal an emergency; many routine service operations 
create such levels. Local or national regulations oft
prescribe that steps be taken to protect the health and safe
personnel working in the machinery room when refrigera
concentrations rise above the TLV-TWA.

In a more sophisticated facility, with appropriate trainin
and other measures specified by local regulations, refrige
tion technicians might use this alarm as a signal to don re
ratory protection. Evacuation of the machinery room may n
be necessary, although warning bystanders not to enter sti
Selection of the proper respiratory protection for the particu
situation may require additional information (e.g., whether
not the refrigerant concentration is above the IDLH level).

Note that donning respiratory protection is a last-res
option under most industrial hygiene regimens; it is prefera
to provide engineering controls to reduce refrigerant conc
trations to tolerable levels. The refrigerant detector requir
by 8.13.2.1 activates the machinery room ventilation  au
matically. In many cases, this may be entirely adequate
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reduce the concentration, and respiratory protection may 
be needed. (An alarm silence switch is useful for situatio
where personnel are to remain working in the room.)

Alternate Refrigerant Level Measurements

The required alarms signal only that refrigerant w
detected at concentrations above the TLV-TWA. Some fac
ties may find it useful to have multiple levels of alarms or 
provide an instrument that indicates the actual refrigerant le
(digital readout in parts per million refrigerant). Selectin
proper respiratory protection for technicians or other respo
ers, as mentioned above, is one reason. This is perfe
acceptable, provided that the additional alarms or indicat
are clearly distinguished from the main alarm. Bystand
should not be confused by the alarm arrangements.

The main alarm must still be manual-reset only. It 
unwise to rely on automatic detectors to announce that
event is over. A technician could not distinguish between
alarm that reset when the refrigerant concentration drop
(e.g., because ventilation fans controlled the incident) and 
that reset because the refrigerant detector was damaged. I
latter case, anyone entering the refrigerating machinery ro
might be entering a hazardous area. Alarms or indicat
intended to communicate current conditions inside the refr
eration machinery room may, of course, be automatica
resetting.

Reentry into Refrigerating Machinery Rooms

Reentering an area during an emergency requires sop
ticated equipment and training; many national and local re
lations govern such activities. Prepositioning emergen
response equipment (e.g., self-contained breathing appara
should be done only by arrangement with emergency respo
ers, and any prepositioned equipment should be clea
labeled for use by trained personnel only. Doing otherw
invites unauthorized use (or vandalism) by untrained pers
nel, with dangerous consequences.

Facilities should note, however, that the alarms requir
in this standard annunciate not that an emergency is occur
but that an abnormal situation is occurring. It may be acce
able for trained personnel to enter the refrigeration machin
room to investigate the situation, repair minor leaks, re
alarms tripped in error, etc. Any personnel required to en
should be provided with appropriate personal protect
equipment (especially respiratory protection, if needed) a
should be trained to recognize an emergency situation req
ing professional emergency response. 

Example Emergency Procedures

As an example (and there are many other possibilitie
consider a facility that wishes to use its own technicians
AE Addendum 15c and 15d, Addendum to ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 15-1994
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handle minor problems in the refrigerating machinery room.
The facility takes the following steps: 

1. Provides the refrigerant alarm required by 8.13.2.1, along
with signage warning “Authorized Personnel Only. Sta
Out When Refrigerant Alarm Sounds; Call Facilitie
Management Immediately.” This alarm triggers at the TL
TWA.

2. Provides a digital readout of the current refrigerant detec
reading outside the refrigerating machinery room. A si
distinguishes the current-reading indicator from the alar
activation indicator required by 8.13.2.1.

3. Provides the refrigeration technicians with appropria
respiratory protection suitable for use in an atmosph
containing refrigerant in concentrations below the IDLH, 
accordance with all applicable national and local regu
tions.

4. Defines as “incidental” any refrigerant release that is n
producing levels above the IDLH in the machinery room
ANSI/ASHRAE Addendum 15c and 15d, Addendum to ANSI/ASHRAE Stand
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(The ventilation system will render many potential releas
incidental.)

5. Trains the technicians to leave the refrigerating machin
room when the refrigerant alarm sounds. After donni
appropriate respiratory protection (if necessary), they m
reenter the machinery room to close valves, fix leaks, s
off alarms, etc., if and only if the current refrigerant level
below the IDLH.  That is, technicians may reenter the roo
if the refrigerant release is incidental. If the level excee
the IDLH or the problem seems uncontrolled in the sen
that it may unpredictably worsen or require a team of te
nicians to fix, they are to leave and call for emergen
responders.

6. Coordinates emergency procedures with the local em
gency response agencies in advance.

None of these steps contradicts the requirements of 
standard, but the additional procedures significantly aid 
facility’s efforts to handle minor maintenance problem
safely.
ard 15-1994 9



NOTICE

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING A PROPOSED CHANGE TO 
THIS STANDARD UNDER CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE

This standard is maintained under continuous maintenance procedures by a Standing Standard Project Committee (SSPC) for
which the Standards Committee has established a documented program for regular publication of addenda or revisions, includ-
ing procedures for timely, documented, consensus action on requests for change to any part of the standard. SSPC consider-
ation will be given to proposed changes according to the following schedule:

Deadline for receipt of proposed changes                                                            SSPC will consider proposed changes at next

February 20 ASHRAE Annual Meeting (normally June)

Proposed changes must be submitted to the Manager of Standards (MOS) in the latest published format available from the
MOS. However, the MOS may accept proposed changes in an earlier published format if the MOS concludes that the differ-
ences are immaterial to the proposed changes. If the MOS concludes that the current form must be utilized, the proposer may
be given up to 20 additional days to resubmit the proposed changes in the current format.

Specific changes in text or values are required and must be substantiated. The Manager of Standards will return to the submit-
ter any change proposals that do not meet these requirements. Supplemental background documents to support changes sub-
mitted may be included.
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FORM FOR SUBMITTAL OF PROPOSED CHANGE TO ASHRAE STANDARD 
UNDER CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE

(Please type)

1. Submitter: _________________________________________________________________________________________
(name—type)

   
    Affiliation:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

    Address:  ____________________________________  City:  _____________________  State:  _______  Zip:  ________

    Telephone:  _______________________ __ Fax:  _____________________  E-Mail:  ____________________________

I hereby grant the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) the non-exclusive royalty rights, including non-
exclusive royalty rights in copyright, in my proposals and I understand that I acquire no rights in publication of this standard in which my proposal in this or
other similar analogous form is used. I hereby attest that I have the authority and am empowered to grant this copyright release.

Author’s Signature:  ___________________________________________________________  Date:  ___________

NOTE:  Use a separate form for each comment, completing each section (including Sections 1 and 2) to facilitate pro

2. Number and Year of Standard:

3. Clause (i.e., Section), Subclause or Paragraph Number, and Page Number:

4. I Propose To: [ ] Change to read as shown [ ] Delete and substitute as shown
    (check one) [ ] Add new text as shown [ ] Delete without substitution

(Indicate the proposed change by showing a strikeout line through material to be deleted and underlining material to be added. After showing the text
to be changed, insert a horizontal line and state the purpose, reason, and substantiation for the proposed change. Use additional pages if necessary.)

5. Proposed Change:

6. Purpose, Reason, and Substantiation Statements:
    (Be brief; provide abstracts of lengthy substantiation; full text should be enclosed for reference on request by project commit tee members.)

[ ] Check if additional pages are attached. Number of additional pages: ______

NOTE: Use separate form for each comment. Submittals (MS Word 7 preferred) may be attached to e-mail (preferable), submitted on diskettes, uploaded to

ASHRAE’s ftp site, or submitted in paper form by mail or fax to ASHRAE, Manager of Standards, 1791 Tullie Circle, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329-2305.

E-mail: change.proposal@ashrae.org. Ftp server address: ftp.ashrae.org, directory: change.proposal. Fax: 404-321-5478
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ELECTRONIC PREPARATION/SUBMISSION OF FORM FOR
PROPOSING CHANGES

An electronic version of each change, which must comply with the instructions in the Notice and the Form, is the pre-
ferred form of submittal to ASHRAE Headquarters at the address shown below. The electronic format facilitates both
paper-based and computer-based processing. Submittal in paper form is acceptable. The following instructions apply to
change proposals submitted in electronic form.

Use the appropriate file format for your word processor and save the file in either Microsoft Word 7 (preferred) or
higher or WordPerfect 5.1 for DOS format. Please save each change proposal file with a different name (example,
prop001.doc, prop002.doc, etc., for Word files—prop001.wpm, prop002.wpm, etc., for WordPerfect files). If supple-
mental background documents to support changes submitted are included, it is preferred that they also be in electro
form as wordprocessed or scanned documents.

Electronic change proposals may be submitted either as files (MS Word 6 preferred) attached to an e-mail (uuenco
preferred), files uploaded to an ftp site, or on 3.5” floppy disk. ASHRAE will accept the following as equivalent to the
signature required on the change submittal form to convey non-exclusive copyright:

Files attached to e-mail: Electronic signature on change submittal form (as a picture; *.tif, 
or *.wpg), or e-mail address.

Files on disk or uploaded to ftp site: Electronic signature on change submittal form (as a picture; *.tif, 
or *.wpg), listing of the submitter’s e-mail address on the change 
submittal form, or a letter with submitter’s signature accompany-
ing the disk or sent by facsimile (single letter may cover all of 
proponent’s proposed changes). 

Submit e-mail, ftp file, or disks containing change proposal files to:
Manager of Standards

ASHRAE
1791 Tullie Circle, NE

Atlanta, GA 30329-2305
E-mail: change.proposal@ashrae.org

Ftp server address: ftp.ashrae.org, logon to anonymous ftp in directory: change.proposal.
(Alternatively, mail paper versions to ASHRAE address or Fax: 404-321-5478.)

The form and instructions for electronic submittal to ASHRAE’s ftp site or as attachments to e-mail may be obtaine
from the Standards section of ASHRAE’s Home Page, http://www.ashrae.org, or by contacting a Standards Secretary,
1791 Tullie Circle, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329-2305. Phone: 404-636-8400. Fax: 404-321-5478. 
Email: standards.section@ashrae.org.



POLICY STATEMENT DEFINING ASHRAE’S CONCERN
FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF ITS ACTIVITIES

ASHRAE is concerned with the impact of its members’ activities on both the indoor and outdoor environment.
ASHRAE’s members will strive to minimize any possible deleterious effect on the indoor and outdoor environment of
the systems and components in their responsibility while maximizing the beneficial effects these systems provide,
consistent with accepted standards and the practical state of the art.

ASHRAE’s short-range goal is to ensure that the systems and components within its scope do not impact the
indoor and outdoor environment to a greater extent than specified by the standards and guidelines as established by
itself and other responsible bodies.

As an ongoing goal, ASHRAE will, through its Standards Committee and extensive technical committee
structure, continue to generate up-to-date standards and guidelines where appropriate and adopt, recommend, and
promote those new and revised standards developed by other responsible organizations.

Through its Handbook, appropriate chapters will contain up-to-date standards and design considerations as the
material is systematically revised.

ASHRAE will take the lead with respect to dissemination of environmental information of its primary interest and
will seek out and disseminate information from other responsible organizations that is pertinent, as guides to updating
standards and guidelines.

The effects of the design and selection of equipment and systems will be considered within the scope of the
system’s intended use and expected misuse. The disposal of hazardous materials, if any, will also be considered.

ASHRAE’s primary concern for environmental impact will be at the site where equipment within ASHRAE’s scope
operates. However, energy source selection and the possible environmental impact due to the energy source and
energy transportation will be considered where possible. Recommendations concerning energy source selection
should be made by its members.


