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INTERPRETATION IC 135-2020-18 OF 
ANSI/ASHRAE STANDARD 135-2020 BACnet® - 

A Data Communication Protocol for Building 
Automation and Control Networks 

 
Approval Date: June 26, 2023 

 
Request from:  Brandon DuPrey, Johnson Controls International PLC, 507 E Michigan St, 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 
Reference:  This request for interpretation refers to the requirements presented in 
ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 135-2020, Clause 12.62.5 regarding the Present_Stage property of the 
Staging Object. 
 
Background:  Clause 12.62.5 states that “Attempts to read Present_Stage when it is internally 
set to 0 shall return a Result(-) with an ‘Error Class’ of PROPERTY and an ‘Error Code’ of 
VALUE_NOT_INITIALIZED.” 
 
Interpretation: When processing a read request for the Present_Stage property of the Staging 
Object, whether it is a ReadProperty, ReadPropertyMultiple, or ReadPropertyMultiple with the 
ALL property requested, if the Present_Stage value was internally set to 0, the device shall return 
the VALUE_NOT_INITIALIZED Error Code. 
 
Question:  Is this Interpretation correct? 
 
Answer: Yes 
 
 


