
Page 1 of 3                                                                                                        ©2023 ASHRAE. All Rights reserved. 
 

INTERPRETATION IC 135-2020-20 OF 
ANSI/ASHRAE STANDARD 135-2020 BACnet® - 

A Data Communication Protocol for Building 
Automation and Control Networks 

 
Approval Date: June 26, 2023 

 
Request from:  JJ Breitkreutz, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 1901 Y Street, Lincoln, NE 
68503.  
 
Reference:  This request for interpretation refers to the requirements presented in 
ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 135-2020, Clause 12.21-12.21.5 and Table 12-24, regarding 
Notification_Class property conformance. 
 
Background:  In Addendum 135-2012aw-6, intrinsic supporting reporting for fault conditions 
was added to the Notification Class object type: 

 
The Notification Class object type already had a property named Notification_Class. This 
property reflected the instance number of the Notification Class object. This property was 
required. The language of this property was fixed in addendum 135-2012bg-11: 
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In 135-2020 12.21, the standard states that Notification Class objects optionally supports 
intrinsic reporting: 

 
 
In 135-2020 Table 12-24, the standard states the Notification_Class property is a required 
property: 
 

 
 
Interpretation No.1: The Notification_Class property of the Notification Class object is 
intended for intrinsic reporting. The Notification_Class property is required, therefore support of 
intrinsic reporting is required for the Notification Class object. 
 
Question No.1:  Is this Interpretation correct? 
 
Answer No.1: No 
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Comments No.1:  The Conformance Code was changed from R (Required) to O (Optional) in 
135-2020 Errata of June 18th, 2021.  
 
Interpretation No.2: The Notification_Class property of the Notification Class object is 
required. If this property contains an instance that does not reflect the instance of that 
Notification Class object, the object should forward notifications to the Notification Class object 
with the instance specified in the Notification_Class property. 
 
Question No.2:  Is this Interpretation correct? 
 
Answer No.2: No 
 
Comments No.2:  The Notification_Class property is not a required property of the Notification 
Class object per the 135-2020 Errata of June 18th, 2021 (also see Interpretation Request No. 1 of 
this document).  
 
 


