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Reference:  This request for interpretation refers to the requirements presented in 
ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 15-2022, Section 9.12.2.2, regarding shaft ventilation. 
 
Background: When designing for A2L refrigerants in a building and using natural ventilation 
for shafts, a 4 in diameter pipe connects at the lowest point of the shaft and connects to the 
outdoors. An opening is required at the top of the shaft. A refrigerant pipe shaft per the section 
can contain more than one system. 
 

 
 
The intent of the natural ventilation method for A2L refrigerants is to allow refrigerant, a gas that 
is heavier than air, to leave the building in the event of a refrigerant release through natural 
buoyancy. 
 
Interpretation No.1:  Shaft outlets required in Section 9.12.2.2.a may be connected to a 
common 4 inch outlet as long it is connected below all shafts. 
 
Question No.1:  Is this Interpretation correct? 
 
Answer No.1: Yes 
 
Comments No.1:    
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Interpretation No.2:  The makeup air opening at the top of the shaft does not have a minimum 
diameter size requirement. 
 
Question No.2:  Is this Interpretation correct? 
 
Answer No.2: Yes 
 
Comments No.2:   
 


