IC 90.1-2022-11
Approved on Feb. 1, 2026

Name  Reid Hart
Email  reid.hart.pe@gmail.com
Request for Official Interpretation

Thank you for your official interpretation request concerning 90.1-2022

I.	Section/Table Number
11.5.1
II. Background Information
Section 11.5.1, item e, references use of equation 11.5.1 when roof space is “limited” so that using energy credits from on-site renewables will be difficult. When there is adequate net space on the roof (RAnet) for installation of on-site renewable photovoltaics that would provide at least the minimum rating of PVincl (W/ft2) * Gfloor using the methodology in Section 11.5.2.6 for measure R01, then use of equation 11.5.1 is not required, as net roof space is not “limited” in relation to PVincl for the building type in Table 11.5.1-2.  To follow the normative language in the standard, section 11.5.1 begins with a reference to Table 11.5.1-1 that sets the requirement for energy credits by building type and climate zone. Then certain types of projects have modifications to how those credits might be achieved in certain situations, one of which is for projects with on-site renewable energy, which are covered in item e. Item e applies only where “roof space . . . is limited”  Some have speculated that any reduction of available roof area for photovoltaic equipment will provide a “limit,” and trigger the requirement to use equation 11.5.1. This results in many cases where equation 11.5.1 can result in ECadj being greater than the required energy credits in the first sentence of Section 11.5.1 (ECreq). Informative note 2 appended by the committee to this section provides guidance that “roof space . . . is limited” in item e should be interpreted to include only situations where available roof area is so limited that adequate on-site renewable energy equipment cannot be installed to meet the wattage of PVincl * Gfloor for the building type in Table 11.5.1-2. The informative note goes further to state that the purpose of the adjustment is to reduce the required credits in these cases, not increase them.  Furthermore, it is only logical that an adjustment in response to limited ability to achieve credits would result in a reduction of the credits required. Also, in COMcheck, the equation is implemented to only reduce the credit requirement, not increase it.  The proposed interpretation also matches parallel expected impacts where item 1 under item e results in a total reduction by the PVadj credits from Table 11.5.1-2. We then expect that item 2 will result in some partial reduction by prorating the PVadj credit reduction to match the actual limitations in available roof space for photovoltaic installation.  If we use equation 11.5.1 in situations where it shows an increase to the total energy credit requirement, it is essentially requiring that more PV be installed since there is more available roof space. This is essentially creating a PV requirement, and that requirement is already covered by Section 10.5.1, so it would be duplicative.  The purpose of equation 11.5.1 is to reduce the credit requirements when a high rise building or building with a large area of the roof used for other purposes does not allow space for enough PV to be installed to meet the amount of credits from measure R01 estimated to be achievable in a typical building (PVincl).

III. Interpretation
Please provide your interpretation of the requirement(s). Present your interpretation in such a way as to allow for a yes or no answer by the applicable committee. The question below will be presented to the applicable committee for response.

Equation 11.5.1 is only to be used to reduce the energy credit requirement in Table 11.5.1-1. If the result of Equation 11.5.1 returns a value ECadj that is greater than ECreq from Table 11.5.1-1, then that indicates that there is adequate roof space for PV to be installed to satisfy the estimate of PVincl in the energy credit requirement and that the use of Equation 11.5.1 is not required for the building.  Is this Interpretation correct?
IV. Supplementary information
Enter any additional information that provides additional context for your question (charts, drawings, etc).





V. Question: Is this interpretation correct?
This question will be presented to the applicable project committee for a response
VI. Answer:
The cognizant Project Committee or Interpretation Committee will provide a yes or no answer.
     Yes
VII. Comments:
The cognizant Project Committee or Interpretation Committee may provide additional comments.
      This is consistent with the language in Sec 11.5.1 which includes words such as “limited” and “subtracted” that makes it clear the intent is only a reduction in required credits, not an increase.

An “official” interpretation is defined as a written explanation of the meaning of a specific provision of a standard or guideline, as determined by an existing cognizant Project Committee or an Interpretation Committee (IC), in response to a written request.  See StdC Reference Manual 10.2 for requests not covered. No provision is included for responding to requests for interpretation of superseded standards or guidelines. See StdC Reference Manual 10.3.2 for a request for “unofficial” interpretation.
