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Request for Official Interpretation 

 
Thank you for your official interpretation request concerning 90.1-2022 
 
I. Section/Table Number 

Section 10.2.1 

II. Background Information 

Section 10.5 (Prescriptive Requirements) in ASHRAE 90.1-2022 Energy Standard for Buildings Except 
Low-Rise Residential Buildings is currently located under Section 10.2.1, “Requirements for All 
Compliance Paths.” This seems inconsistent with how other sections of the standard are organized (for 
example, Sections 5, 6, 7, and 9), where prescriptive requirements are clearly tied to the prescriptive 
compliance path rather than applying to all paths.  Because of where it sits, Section 10.2 can be read to 
require meeting prescriptive requirements for renewable energy for all projects, including those using 
performance-based compliance paths like the Energy Cost Budget (ECB) method in Section 12. At the 
same time, Section 12 Table 12.5.1 (Proposed Building, Column 15c) and Appendix G Table G3.1 
(Proposed Building, Column 18c) both make it clear that where no on-site renewable energy system is 
included in the proposed design, no system is modeled. That indicates that the performance paths 
anticipate cases where on-site renewable energy is not included in the proposed design.  This approach is 
further  supported in several SSPC 90.1 addenda to Standard 90.1-2019 that state as follows:   - 
Addendum BH: “The parameters described in this section are used to determine the amount of on-site 
renewable energy to be included in the energy cost budget when a proposed design does not include an 
on-site renewable energy system.”  - Addendum CP and CK: “The approach allows a proposed design 
that does not include renewable energy required by Section 10.5.1 a trade-off against other prescriptive 
requirements in the standard.”  These addenda are further referenced in Part 7:ASHRAE/IES Standard 
90.1-2022 Performance Path Changes of “ASHRAE Journal Special Series: Changes to Standard 90.1 
Requirements” which states in reference to the new prescriptive requirement for on-site renewable 
energy, “This new prescriptive requirement prompted new rules for both the ECM and the PRM to allow 
buildings that cannot meet that requirement or allow limited credit to buildings that exceed it.”  - 
Addendum CC: “This would require an equivalent area of photovoltaics less than 3% to 16% of roof area 
across the different building prototypes, although the specific type of on-site renewable energy resource 
and placement is left up to the designer or building owner and can also be traded off in the performance 
path.  The structure used in ASHRAE 90.1-2025 also more clearly distinguishes prescriptive requirements 
from performance-based compliance paths, consistent with the above mentioned addenda.   This creates 
some confusion about how Section 10.5 is intended to apply in the Standard 90.1-2022. If Section 10.5 is 
meant to apply to all compliance paths, it conflicts with the language in the ECB and PRM paths. If it is 
not meant to apply to performance paths, then its current placement under “Requirements for All 
Compliance Paths” is misleading and should be clarified. 

 
III. Interpretation 
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Please provide your interpretation of the requirement(s). Present your interpretation in such a way as to allow for a yes or no answer by the 
applicable committee. The question below will be presented to the applicable committee for response. 
 
Section 10.5 is prescriptive and can be traded off with ECB or PRM. 

IV. Supplementary information 
Enter any additional information that provides additional context for your question (charts, drawings, etc). 
 

1. ASHRAE 90.1 2025 (more clearly distinguishes prescriptive requirements from performance-
based compliance paths)  
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2. Part 7: ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2022 Performance Path Changes of “ASHRAE 
Journal Special Series: Changes to Standard 90.1 Requirements”  
 

 
 

3. Addenda  
 

• Addenda BH : The parameters described in this section are used to determine the amount of on-
site renewable energy to be included in the energy cost budget when a proposed design does not 
include an on-site renewable energy system. 
 
 

https://www.ashrae.org/file%20library/technical%20resources/standards%20and%20guidelines/standards%20addenda/90_1_2019_bh_20220121.pdf
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• Addenda CP and CK (Foreword) 
 

 
 

https://www.ashrae.org/file%20library/technical%20resources/standards%20and%20guidelines/standards%20addenda/90_1_2019_by_ck_cp_20200731.pdf
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• Addenda CC (Foreword)  
 

 
V. Question: Section 10.5 is prescriptive and can be traded off with ECB or PRM. Is this 

interpretation correct? 
This question will be presented to the applicable project committee for a response 

VI. Answer: 
The cognizant Project Committee or Interpretation Committee will provide a yes or no answer. 

Yes. 

VII. Comments: 
The cognizant Project Committee or Interpretation Committee may provide additional comments. 

 

https://www.ashrae.org/file%20library/technical%20resources/standards%20and%20guidelines/standards%20addenda/90_1_2019_cc_20220909.pdf
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The renewable energy requirements were first introduced with the publication of Addenda BY, CK, CP to 
ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2019 in August 2020. During development of those addenda and in 
later development of updates in Addendum CC to ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2019 and Addenda 
K and AQ to ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2022, the clear intent has always been that that the 
renewable energy requirements in section 10.5 are prescriptive and not mandatory requirements, and are 
able to be traded off in either the section 12 ECB or Appendix G performance paths.  In addition to the 
clear labeling of section 10.5 as “Prescriptive Compliance Path”, this intent is also supported by the 
phrasing in Table 12.5.1 and Table G3.1 instructing the user what to do in cases “where no system exists 
or is specified to provide on-site renewable energy …” confirming that it is not mandatory for every 
building to have on-site renewable energy systems compliant with section 10.5. The foreword to each 
addendum also indicated the intent that the renewable energy requirements are tradeable. However, the 
committee recognizes there is conflicting language in the directional language in 10.2.  This has been 
corrected in ANSI/ASHRAE/IES Standard 90.1-2025, but the clear intent for both 90.1-2022 and 90.1-
2025 is that the renewable energy requirements in section 10.5 are prescriptive, and not mandatory for all 
compliance paths.  

 


