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Request for Official Interpretation 

 
Thank you for your official interpretation request concerning ASHRAE 90.1-2016, 90.1-2019, 90.1-2022 
and 90.1-2025 
 
I. Section/Table Number 

6.5.1.3 

II. Background Information 

Addendum u to Standard 90.1-2022 addressed an issue with the 50% turndown airflow for multi-zone 
systems.  This 50% was noted as being well above the minimum design ventilation rates for typical 
buildings using multizone VAV systems.  A difference was noted between the requirements of a single-
zone VAV DX unit and these multizone VAV DX units.    The proposed change noted the significant 
energy savings and potential elimination of bypass ducts.  To address the issue, Section 6.5.3.2.1 Supply 
Fan Airflow Control was modified to clarify the difference in requirements between a Single-zone VAV 
DX unit and all other units, including Multiple-zone VAV DX units, as noted below and subsequently 
included in ASHRAE 90.1-2025.  This addendum, however, did not address Section 6.5.1.3 related to 
Integrated Economizer Controls where there is reference to those same systems, but where there was no 
clarifying language added.  This creates some confusion within the standard. 
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III. Interpretation 
Please provide your interpretation of the requirement(s). Present your interpretation in such a way as to allow for a yes or no answer by the 
applicable committee. The question below will be presented to the applicable committee for response. 
 
While Section 6.5.3.2.1 was modified to address the different requirements between single-zone VAV 
DX units and all other DX units, including multiple-zone VAV DX units, we believe this same 
interpretation should be made in Section 6.5.1.3.    Section 6.5.1.3b. DX units should be interpreted to 
mean Single-zone VAV DX units while 6.5.1.3c. should be interpreted to mean All other DX units, 
including multiple-zone VAV DX units for the same reasons as were noted in the prior Addendum.  Since 
the above-mentioned sections were initially added to ASHRAE 90.1 from 2013, the same interpretations 
related to requirements differences between single-zone and multizone systems should be used.  This 
would include the following editions of ASHRAE 90.1. 90.1-2013 90.1-2016 90.1-2019 90.1-2022 90.1-
2025 

IV. Supplementary information 
Enter any additional information that provides additional context for your question (charts, drawings, etc). 
None 

V. Question: Is this interpretation correct? 
This question will be presented to the applicable project committee for a response 

VI. Answer: Yes 
The cognizant Project Committee or Interpretation Committee will provide a yes or no answer. 

VII. Comments: 90.1-2013 is not applicable for this request; therefore the committee has 
removed it.  

The cognizant Project Committee or Interpretation Committee may provide additional comments. 


